The Ultimate Project Gutenberg Science Fiction Collection

This is, I think, the largest collection of public domain, plain text science fiction with the exception of a few copyrighted works which can be freely distributed. All of them came from Project Gutenberg. This collection should be complete as of 2020-08-21. More texts are added all the time, so this collection might be incomplete by the time you read this. See the list of links at the end of this file to find the latest additions. For purposes of this collection, science fiction, also known as SF, is defined very loosely. Some obvious adventure novels with little or no science connection are included. Although I did check every title in this collection, it is possible that some might be fantasy, horror or novels with no adventure or SF at all. Since all of this material is in the public domain with a few exceptions, you're welcome to make your own version which conforms to a stricter or different definition.

Notes:

0. Legal

This file and this compilation are in the public domain. Most of the etexts are also in the public domain in the US. If you are outside of the US, you must check the copyright laws for your country before reading any of these files. Some etexts are copyrighted. It is your responsibility to carefully read the copyrights and licenses before using any copyrighted work. Most may be freely distributed. They generally can't be used commercially or sold. If you wish to compile a CD or DVD based on this collection, you should either remove the copyrighted works or check with the copyright holders first. In no way will the compiler of this collection or anyone else be responsible for any damages caused by these files. There is no warranty except as required by the Project Gutenberg license. Use these files at your own risk. You may sell, give away, share and otherwise use the public domain files as you wish if you follow the terms of the PG license at the end of every file.

1. Why plain text only?

Almost all PG etexts now are also available in HTML. You will only find plain text files here. Some are 8-bit ASCII, some are Unicode and most are 7-bit ASCII. The goal, in keeping with the PG mission, is to make available as many SF public domain works as possible which can be read on as many devices as possible. Plain text is universal and can be read by almost any tablet, reader or computer, no matter how old. If you wish to download the HTML versions, a raw list of etext numbers is included. Simply add "-h.zip" to the end and download from your favorite mirror. Here is an example:

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/10339/10339-h.zip

Note that the HTML zip files also include images and can be very large. Another reason for plain text is file size. Text is much smaller than any other document format which uses markup like HTML. All ebooks can also be read online with a web browser in HTML with images and you can find more bibliographical information. Here is an example link:

http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/10339

2. Why are there only English titles in plain text and no audio?

All of the works of Verne in English are included. There are no non-English or audio titles. A link to the PG science fiction subject in the catalog is at the end of this file. There are two reasons why audio isn't included. First, even a small book is huge in reasonably decent audio. The archive would be several GB in size. Second, many of the PG audio files are either read by a computer, have copyright restrictions or both. Librivox has read and packaged many of the SF titles already, releases everything to the public domain and only accepts human narrators. They often release collections of SF stories instead of single titles and some works have multiple versions by multiple readers. Downloading, sorting and compiling a high quality audio collection would be much more difficult and wouldn't be worth the benefit. It is better and easier to search the Librivox catalog. As this compiler only knows English and wouldn't be able to verify works in other languages, only English is included. Anyone may produce their own collection with works in other languages.

3. What is SF and why are some obviously non-SF titles included?

Science fiction isn't just about space, robots and super advanced technology, although much of the golden age of SF revolves around those things. Paraphrasing the editorial in the first issue of Astounding from 1930, many things which are possible and taken for granted now would have been impossible and unheard of in an earlier era. At the time of Jules Verne, very little was known about the poles. Therefore, writing about exploring them was no different than writing about Mars since no human had been there and it was speculation into the unknown. Even in the early 1900s, radio, cars and airships were relatively new and unknown to many people. Therefore, stories about airships, early cars and as yet unheard of inventions by writers of those times are included. This brings in all of the public domain Tom Swift books, for example, and others. Even today, some of Tom's inventions aren't widely available or are impractical now but would've been considered science fiction then. It is highly likely that some titles from other series were missed. Besides, using a very loose definition, since most of Verne's works were based in scientific fact, even straight adventure could fall into the SF category. In some cases, I had no idea if a book was SF or not and only had the PG catalog as my guide. You are free to delete anything you don't like. Other authors who weren't strictly SF authors but are included here are H. Beam Piper and H.P. Lovecraft. The later was known as a horror author but also wrote verse. The former mostly wrote SF but also wrote a mystery and a nonfiction work. Those titles are included for completeness. Although many of H.G. Wells works are included, many aren't. They didn't sem to fall into the SF realm, while even Verne's nonfiction works have a strong scientific basis and one could easily imagine future SF writers taking inspiration from them. There are two indexes included; one for Verne and one for Wells. They give lists of all available works by the respective author from PG and can be a helpful reference. Many famous SF authors are included here, such as Murray Leinster, Jack Williamson, Pohl, Lieber etc. Many stories dramatized for radio and mostly taken from Galaxy are included. While the bulk of the collection is short stories, there are some famous novels, such as the Mars works by Burroughs (Tarzan is considered fantasy and not included here), the works of Verne, Wells, Leinster etc. There is something for everyone here.

4. Suitability and age requirements

The compiler suggests that parents should carefully look through these works for suitability before allowing kids to read them. This compiler believes that almost all works are suitable for teens and up. Many books were written and intended for a teen audience. A few titles might be suitable for young teens and older kids. Some of the more contemporary works probably contain strong language and sexual themes. Generally, the older SF was written for different standards and there is almost never sex or swearing. As always, you use and read these files at your own risk.

5. Other collections and dedication

The compiler is considering PG fantasy collections, a dime novel collection and a mystery collection. It depends on the level of interest and time. Compiling a comprehensive collection takes a lot of time and effort. I compiled the SF collection for myself and wanted to share it. I got the idea from the 101SFTxts collection. The compiler of that collection only included 101 works (thus the name) and no novels. The etext numbers were missing, so it was impossible to find other information about the works in the PG catalog. The format of my filenames is based on that collection. I dedicate this collection to the many people who have volunteered with PG over the years to make so many books available. I would have much less reading material without them.

6. Lists

There are two lists included here. 00_etext_numbers.txt is just a list of PG ebook numbers, one per line. It can be fed into a CD/DVD creator to produce your own collection or modified and fed into a download manager to get HTML versions if you prefer. The list is taken from the filenames themselves and should be 100% correct. 00_titles.txt is just a list of all titles included. You can load this into a text viewer and search for an author or title you want, such as Leinster or Asimov.

Note on author names:

PG has been inconsistent over the years with how authors are identified. In some cases, the real name of the author is given, such as William Fitzgerald Jenkins or Gordon Randall Garrett while in others, only pen names are given such as Murray Leinster or Walter Bup. It gets very confusing when you're trying to find all works by Leinster but some are only listed as Jenkins. I've taken the liberty of adding the author's pen name when it wasn't already in the filename, such as Murray Leinster AKA William Fitzgerald Jenkins. It makes for longer filenames and looks ugly but at least searching for Leinster will find everything by that author. More recent PG titles don't seem to have this problem as much. In most cases, I left them as given in the ebook header. To generate the filenames, I extracted the title and author directly from the texts. I separated the title and author with the word "by" and separated the author from the etext number with a "-" symbol. I tried to keep the naming convention as uniform as possible, but in the case of series names when the name of the series wasn't part of the title or if a book had what I felt was an important subtitle, I put the series name or main title first followed by a dash and the subtitle. This was mainly an issue with Frank Reade. It was impossible to know most titles were part of that series without reading them since Frank Reade wasn't part of the title. I added it to the beginning of the filename, so a search for Frank Reade should find all of them. These filenames do contain spaces. On Linux or similar platforms, run detox to fix them if it's a problem. They contain DOS line terminators. Use flip or dos2unix to fix or unzip with the switch to change line endings (-a I think). The etext numbers were taken from the PG SF bookshelf and the SF subject in the PG catalog. As of this writing, the bookshelf hadn't been updated since 2016 and the catalog only shows the most recent 1,000 entries. It is possible that some titles not listed in the bookshelf and added before 2010 or not listed as SF in the catalog were missed. Please post a review with a list of the missing etext numbers. Due to lack of time, this archive will probably not get timely updates. As new SF is constantly added, check the catalog often. I'm including an ugly "pgmv" script to rename files to the standard format.

Links:

PG SF catalog: http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/subject/36

Librivox audio: http://www.librivox.org/ and https://archive.org/details/librivoxaudio

Many thousands of complete issues of pulp magazines including Astounding, mystery, fantasy, SF, horror etc can be found here:

https://archive.org/details/pulpmagazinearchive

Have fun and share this collection with anyone, especially new SF readers.
